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Music instruction provides training for students that
INTRODUCTION benefits them in everything they do socially,
educationally, and psychologically.

Welcome to the Sunman - Dearbprn Middle School Responsibility, self - discipline, and a feeling of

Bands. We feel that the band program is not only self - worth are essential character traits. Students

instructional, but the type of program that can develop these traits especially through the study

students enjoy very much. On the following pages of music.

the responsibilities of the students are stated.

We would like to point out a few things that In the future the young musician may become involved

parents might do to be more a part of the band in performances and relationships with students from

program. other schools and communities. He or she will learn
about the arts through participation. The greatest

BE REALISTIC - Don't be discouraged if initial music appreciation is achieved through actually

progress is slow. performing music in a musical organization.

BE A COACH  Encourage home practice as a
priority, not as something else to-do after all

elseisdone. L0 e
PLEASE SIGN AND RETURN THIS PORTION OF THE PAGE,OR E -
MOTIVATE Try to -attend all of your child's MAIL A CONFORMATION OF ACCEPTANCE.
performances as well as other types of musical
events. | have read the Sunman - Dearborn Band Handbook,
. _ and | understand the expectations and
GET INVOLVED- We welcome parental involvement in responsibilities, (especially rehearsal

the band program. If you have a skill we might techni fi d d ired
use or just want to be closer to your child's echnique, practice records and require

educational environment, please feel free to attendance to all rehearsals and performances).
contact us.

YOU WILL PROBABLY BE THE DECIDING FACTOR WHETHER - oo

OR NOT YOUR CHILD WILL SUCCEED IN MUSIC, JUST AS STUDENT SIGNATURE PARENT OR GUARDIAN
YOU ARE THE MAJOR FACTOR IN WHETHER HE OR SHE SIGNATURE
WILL SUCCEED IN LIFE. YOUR SUPPORT AND. PATIENCE

MAKES ALL THE DIFFERENCE.

Students, we are delighted that you have decided

to participate in the Sunman - Dearborn Band

Program this year and we look forward to a

challenging year of making music with you. DATE DATE
Sincerely,

Perry A. Ralenkotter

Bill Klopp

Chuck Alfrey

Clint Hott



REQUIRED EVENTS
2008 - 2009
www.eastcentralband.org click on middle school
link

Please see the band calendar concerning
required rehearsals and performance
dates! Students will attend all required
athletic practices and band rehearsals.
Conflicts are worked

the Athletic and Band directors. There
are many more events in which students
can participate voluntarily. Check the
band calendar and our WEBSITE concerning

these great educational opportunities.
Event dates are subject to change due to weather
or other unpredictable occurrences.

-out in advance by

GRADING SYSTEM
7TH AND 8TH

Pass - offs, Playing tests, and Written exams, (10%)
All music will be passed off by a set schedule.
Music passed off after the set date will be given
reduced credit.

Participation, (Rehearsal Tech. & Attendance), ( 60%)
It is imperative that each band student learn

how to function properly in a rehearsal

environment. The rehearsal technigue portion of

each student's grade will be determined by the

student's ability to;

1. Bein the proper place with all materials at
the proper time.

2. _Have his/her instrument in proper playing
condition at all times.

3. Follow all directions given during the

rehearsal.
We are a team!! Everyone in band is a
and every performance is our Afinal

attendance  to all concerts, performances, and required
practices is mandatory . Students who participate in
school athletics and band see the band calendar for
required events and attendance. All circled events are
required. There are very few of these. In cases of
extreme illness, or a death in the family, you will be
excused. Please present the excuse in writing

upon your return. Failure to comply with this
requirement, (specifically concert or performance
attendance), will result in a failing grade and

possibly expulsion from the band program.

Practice records, (30%)

Practice records are due on the first day of each
week. A practice record card will be given to

all students at the beginning of each grading
period. No practice records will be accepted after
the due date unless the student has an excused
absence. Practice records must be signed by a
parent. Remember, without practice records the
highest grade you can receive is a 70%!!!

Practice records will be graded as follows;

A=20 minutes or more per day (avg.)
B=19 - 15 minutes perday ""

C=14 - 10 minutes per day
D=9 - 5 minutes per day
F=0 - 4 minutes per day

istartero

e X ami



INDIVIDUALIZED INSTRUCTION

Due to the extremely large size of the band program at
Sunman Dearborn Middle School, we find it is very
difficult to provide enough individual instruction to
students during the school day. For this reason we offer
instructional sessions before and after school on most
days.

Students are provided with a schedule of morning and
afternoon time for their specific class each week.
recommended that 7th and 8th grade students attend these
sessions once every week.

All extra  -help sessions are voluntary and the daily
schedule changes each week so as to avoid as many
conflicts with other activities as possible.

A sample schedule is illustrated on the back page.
According to the schedule, Advanced Band would meet on
Tuesday morning and Thursday afternoon.

Because the beginners, concert and advanced bands have
performance obligations, these groups will have required
rehearsals . A rehearsal calendar is distributed to these

groups at the beginning of the school year and after the

Winter break. Changes in this schedule can occur due to

snow days or other inclement weather days.

Other groups such as jazz band, percussion ensemble and
solo and ensemble will be worked into the schedule as
needed.

Itis

UNIFORMS

The Sunman - Dearborn Band Uniform consists of the
following;

BOYS Red"V" - neck band sweater, white dress shirt,
black slacks, black socks, and black hard

GIRLS- Red"V" -neck band sweater, white dress shirt or
blouse, black slacks, black socks, and black hard
shoes.

At formal concerts, ladies may substitute black skirts,
black hosiery, and black dress shoes. The band sweaters
can be purchased from the school at a nominal fee.

Policy - The proper uniform must be worn at all
performances. Failure to do so may keep the student

from participating in the activity. This will also
detract from the student's participation grade.

Beginning bands will not wear a uniform for their
performances. Their dress will be determined by
the time of year and the occasion.

FUNDRAISING

The band program will be responsible for an
occasional fundraising event(s) during the school
year. This allows the program to purchase needed
items that might not be budgeted otherwise. Each
student will be asked to participate, and to turn in
funds in a timely manner.

PRIVATE LESSONS

As the Sunman - Dearborn Band Program grows it becomes
increasingly difficult to provide each child with

the individual time he/she needs. We therefore

recommend each family consider private lessons to

enhance the group experience received at school. If

you are interested in more information on private

lessons, please feel free to contact us at (812)576

EXTRACURRICULAR GROUPS

Percussion ensemble, jazz band, and solo and

ensemble are taken from 7th and 8th grade band members.
Auditions are held at the beginning of the school year.

As with any other after - school activity, academic
excellence and outstanding attendance are stressed.

Upon acceptance, students will be given specific

information regarding dates, times and requirements.
Attendance in these ensembles is extremely important as their
contact time is limited. Failure to attend will result in

dismissal from the group.

- soled shoes.

- soled

- 3500 ext 12131.



